
 
 

What is Posada? 
The word posada means ‘inn’ in Spanish. In Latin America  ‘Posada’ refers to 
a tradition which re-enacts Mary and Joseph’s search to find lodgings. Young 
people dressed as Mary and Joseph travelled from house to house asking for 
a room for the night and telling people about the imminent arrival of Jesus 
in the weeks before Christmas. On Christmas Eve they would visit the local 
church to re-enact the nativity, placing figures round the crib. 

In a modern-day Posada, figures of Mary and Joseph travel from home to 
home during Advent. As we remember the journey of Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem for the birth of Christ we prepare our hearts to receive him at 
Christmas. Each ‘host’ has the chance to create their own celebration or 
time of reflection in their own home. 

Will you provide shelter for the Holy Family for a night? 



How does it work? 
All you need to do is email cmjhancock@gmail.com and suggest 
nights when you would be free to host Mary & Joseph. The person 
hosting them the day before will make arrangements to bring the 
figures to your home at a time to suit you both. For the evening 
you provide shelter to Mary & Joseph you can to do what ever you 
like – follow your normal routine, or invite friends or family round, 
sing some carols, or have a period of silence and prayer with the 
Holy Family – it is up to you. Use it as part of your preparation for 
Christmas in whatever way is helpful. The following day you 
deliver Mary & Joseph to the next name on the list (or they are 
collected from you, if you have no transport). If you can, take a 
picture of the Holy Family in your home so that we can have a 
pictorial record of their journey and email it to Christopher.  

 

 
 

Receiving the Figures 
When handing over the figures from home to home you 

might like to use the following simple script. The ‘givers ‘ 

are those delivering the figures and the ‘receivers’ are those 

who will host them for the coming night. 

 

Givers: Will you take these figures of Mary and Joseph 

and the donkey into your home? 

Receivers: We/I will. 

Givers: May they be a symbol to you of taking the 

Lord Jesus into your heart(s) this Christmas. 
All: Amen. 

 
You might like to light a candle near the figures to represent 
the light of Christ coming into the world. 
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Worship Resources 
A prayer to welcome the figures to your home 

Loving God, you are always present in our home, unseen and often 

unacknowledged. Help us to experience the joy of looking forward 

this Advent and make it a time of new beginnings. We welcome these 

figures from the nativity and pray that you will bless this house and 

all who live and visit here. Amen 

 

A prayer before they leave your home 

Lord God, as these figures of Mary and Joseph were welcomed into 

our home, we pray that other people will open their homes and their 

lives to you. Help all who will be involved in the Posada to 

celebrate with expectation the waiting time between now and 

Christmas. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

A prayer for those who travel 

Father, we pray for all those who will travel today to school or work  

or play, for those who will travel home to visit families far away,     

and for those who are seeking God’s will for their lives. As we all 

travel through life, unite us in your love and help us to draw comfort 

and strength from one another and to grow in love and grace. Amen. 
 

A prayer for families 

We pray for families around 

the world. 

- for church families 

- for broken families 

- for our own families 

- for those with no family 

that Jesus will be at the centre of 

this family; 

that we may love and forgive 

each other and celebrate the birth 

of Christ together with faith and 

hope this Christmas. 

Amen. 



Looking after our crib figures 
Our figures are made from wood so they are reasonably 
robust.  Feel free to handle them and make contact with 
the characters that they represent – but don’t lose them!  

Think about where you will display them –  a table, in the 
hearth, in a corner of the room – so they will not be 
knocked accidentally. If you’ve got unpredictable toddlers, 
you could even put the Holy Family up in your spare 
bedroom (if you have one) and visit them there for a 
special time of stories and prayers. And if you light a 
candle by the figures, don’t forget to blow it out before 
you go to bed! 

 
Any problems, contact Revd Christopher Hancock     

07901 715882  or cmjhancock@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


